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VERSAILLES TREATY AS DEAD FOR

By FRANK H. SIMONDS.
Ll the Treaty of Versailles Lo re-
\V Visod conference held  at
Washington or by a troaty mide
it Berlin®  This the squarely
1 when the first declarstions of
the Harding Administration and the suhbse-
Anent Indicatlon of French palley
reapen whaole of

by a

is

question

laed now

serve to

the discussion European

affairs

'\nnum:-wrrm-nt on behalf of the State
partment has been made that
resentatives are

D -
Amerleun rep-
to resume the place which
by other representatives of
this country in the repurations council, Tt
s further intimated that on Invitation we
are

Was oc0upied

prepared to send delegates (o the Porto
Reso conference, which, en April 80, is to
thke up nominally the question of helping
Austrin, actually of
storing economie |ife and order in Central
Furope, from Prague to Salohica,

We have notw to conslder the whole rangs
American

It the problem

o=

of declarations in recent weeks,
beginning with the note to Berlin whizh
warned Germany of Ameriean purpose in the
matter of reparatlons, followed by President

Harding's message to Congress and com-
pleted by the statements coming  directly
fram the State Department and expressing

the purpose of the Unitdd States to resume
particlpation in the economie
Europe., In
counted

discussions of
the same sequence must be
notes to Great Britain and
France In the matter of mandates

What the United States Wants

As Defined by Administration

Now the Americhn conception, the concep-
tion of Mr, Harding and Mr. Hughes, seems
fairly plainly set forth. Amerlea has rights
which must be asserted, hence the mandate
discugsions. America has a duty  which
muist b porformed, hence the warning com-
munjeated 1o Germany throdgh Mr, Dresel
at Berlin.  Finully, America has [nterests,
aconomic interests, which are vitdlly affected
by Buropean conditions and discussions,
hence the asgsertion that we desire ta be
represented in all economic conferences, such
as those held in the past al Spa, San Remo,
Hythe, London and Paris,

As a matter of foreign policy we have
rajected thn League of Nations and fore-
shadowed a revision of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, so far us we are concerned, which
draws the blue pencil through all but those
clanses Immediately affecting onr rights and
Interests, We have declared for the speedy
pagange of the Knox resolution which endsg
a technical state of war with Germany, and
we have thus envisaged the resumption of
aconomic, and probably of diplomatic; rela-
tions with Germany,

But to arcive at any revision of the Treaty
of Versailles even affecting our own Inter-
este we are hound to face some form of
international eonference. We may send a
migsion to Burope. We may. before sending
i1, prepare the bases for discussien by a
series of notes, sueh as Mr, Hughes has
hegun to utter, But in the end we muat
either go to Burope or agk Eurape to tome
here.  And it is to the latter possibility that
Washington plainly furns with favoer.

Yet, granting that Eurepe, our Alllés of
the war, are quite prepared to hear with
intorest, our views and yield to certain of
our clalme which affect questions of right,
Yap, such as the whole mandate
such as the cable controversy, is it
hy any means ceertain that Europe will wel-
‘ame any proposal which carvies with it the
evigion of the Treaty of Versallles In any
tupndamental detall, or will listen resignedly
to #any arguments made by American rep-
cecntatives which aim at modifying the sum
total of Cerman reparations or of softening
the measures taken to enforece German pay-
ment?

We shall have to be very frank with our-
swelves [n facing the FHuropean reaction to
our course in the matter of the Treaty of
Versailles and the League of Nations. We
have unidvrtaken 1o eliminate everything In
the treaty which is not of pesitive advantage
to ourselves. Btarting with this a=s a basis,
wa have envisagoed a polley which wenld be
expressed In participation in international
Necussions, in which further reductions of
the advaniages gained hy others in the
treaty might be advocnted and might even
e ehampioned nurselves In our own
Interest,

the

such as

ixsue,

by

Where Paymeént of Reparations

Clashes With Our Policies

To put the thing biuntly, Mr. Hushes in
all his public documents has Inid
stress upon the cnpacity of Germany
ralging very clearly the point that

especinl
o pav,
there |=

A fAxed limit existing In his own mind anad
recogniged by American polley to German
apacity, and that at some time and place
American representitives will express thelr
viewr on this suhléct But how can they
while we Insist upon eollécting our loans to
Furope without regard to the capaelty of
the debtor nations to pav?

Thi®x wns the AiMeuity at Paris, whivh
ultimately reduced our Anancinl repressnta-

fives to silence, Mre, PBarueh sot= it forth in
Hix valume, which s worth rereading st this
tme,. Weo can say to Britaln, France, Ttaly
and Belglum, “redbes your clinlma for flnr.-
man reparations, they are excess{ve™ but
in saying thi=s we cannot once more aMrm
ax was done at o recent Cabinet meeting,
that onr loans to Furope will not be can-
colled or reduced

The thing which iz nol acctrately Hppre-

that the allled deminnds
In fact—far moro
bakis of alllegd pay
The Gormans ows
rurla agreement,

inted In America js
upon Gormisiy represent
than &0 per cent the
ment of Amerlean Jonns
te the Biritieh, under the
iimost exactly the sum which the Hritish
When France has dedueted from
her share of Glerman repirntlons portion
iritain and the nlied
w11l have less than enaugh to pay for
rittons and nothing for pens=ions

Must Agree to Reduction
Or Remain Silent on Subject
follows Inevitably, an the, exper -
the Paris conferepnce demonstrated,
that at & cortain point Ameriean representa
tiven must abandon nll agltetion for & re
duetion _ of German reparstlons ACOT -
pany thelr arguoments with promises thnt
America will ngree reductions  of e
cinims, The 'ntied BEtates cnnnot wrgne that
te ammociatos of the way show grepter
siderntion for Clermany than it Is willing to
show tn (heso kana assoclintos, Yo

i

awe 118,
the
Biutes ahe

dge 1o

redto-

Thus It
once of

or

onT-

here Is

Declaration of Harding Admmlstratlon Makes Radlcal Changes Abroad Most Probable and
. ‘Treaty of Berlin’ May Be Needed to Whip

. Before Reparations Problem Is Solved :

Germany Into Line---All Clemcnceau Gained at Paris Conference Practically |

mucly tnlk now of “Axing reparations,” as if
they had not been fixed, or the past fixation
could be simply modified,

It seems to me that to assume that, be-
cause  the United States is  manifestly
affected by egonomic unrest in Europe and
lweause this unrest is due in part to the
question of reparntions, we have the right
or eould aequlire the privilege to procure &
reduction of the sum total of German
reparations Is to imagine a vain thing,

What the Harding Administration has yet
to learn is that for every comecession to its
pwn Interests, it must expect to pay in.con-
cessions to Buropean interests, This was
the final lesson of the Paris conference,

It may-be sssumed as axiomatic that the
Prench, the Belgians and the Italians (and
probably the British) will not consent te
uny reduction at their expense of German
reparations merely becsuse such a reduction
by regloring Wuropean markats would benefit
the United States, 1f we are going to set
up =ach clgims we ¢an only maintain them
by entering into a mew transaction. And it
wig transactions, after all, which rulned Mr.
Wiison at Parls.

My, Hughes has said oversand over again
in public utterances, and his documents have
indicated the same view, that the United
States |8 intimately concernesd with every
nhase of the world economic situation. [t
s a favorite phrase, borrowed from official
sources, that every Ameriean consumer and
taxpayer ls affectad by the Buropean situa-
tion. But it is not reallzed with sufficlent
clarity that to obtain a benefit for the same
taxpayers and consumess we shall have to
pay in kind.

Moreover, and this point is capital, since
wo haye decided to refect all of the Traaly
*»f versallles which s not of benefit to us, is
It unressonable to expect that a similar
policy may presently be adopted by bne -or
more Kuropean Powere? This hrings me
to the alternative 1 have mentioned In my
rpening paragraph. 1f the Treaty of Ver-
<aflleg i8 mainly reéjected by the United
Stutes, why should it not be rejected by

Has Been

France?! Certainly the objections are no
more than technical and the way of escape
not fraught with too many legal difffoulties.
Let us suppose, for example, that France
should find in the present German attitude
in a final refusal on May 1 to meet the
conditions explicitly lald down In the Treaty
of Versailles, wurrant for saction against
Germany which might amount in térme o
a declaration of war. Let us sippose tha
France sees in that method dan esewpe from
a sltwation whjich is fully as unsatisfactory
for her as that ereated by Mr. Wilson has
been for us. Let us concelve that France
#hould repudiate the work of Clemencen
we have “serapped” that of Wilson.
Certainly there is quite ag much justific-
tion for the French. They resigned perma-
nent occupation of the Rhine barrier in re-
turn for Anglo-American guarantes against
German attack, unprovoked attack. But the
American Senate has not, and will not, ratify
that treaty and the British ratification Is
viilueless witout the American. France
hns then lost mecurity in advance. In the
saume way France resigned her historic and
economic claimg to the SBarre Basin in the
face of Anglo-Amerlonn opposition and with
the assurance of Anglo-Ameriean financial
and political assistance as a substlture, And
nelther the one nor the other is forthcoming.

France Has Lost Its All

And Must Act on Its Own
France has in  reality lost everything
which Clemenceau baurgained for in the Con-
ference of Paris. She is now thrown back
upon her own resources to colleet any
reparation, 8he has been compelled already
to reduce her reparations elaims, first in
the original Conference of Paris and thers-
after in the varlous conferences from Spa
to London, Aside from possession of the
provinees  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  temporary
ownership of Barre coal mines ander League
of Natlons direction and limited occupation
of the left bank of the Rhine, she has noih-
ing to show for her vietory.
Why, then, should not the French, follow-

us

l.ost Since

ing the American example, free themselves
from the Treaty of Versailles? They can do
it by the simple recoursge to a declaration of
war for which German actions have supplied,
and will continue to supply a score of rea-
sons,  Following the pe{-inmtlon thiy can
go to Berlin, There is no'one to stop them.
At Berlin they can write a new treaty of
peacd which insures them permanent ocei-
patlon of the Rhine barrvier and solute
title (o the Barre Basin, which will give to
thelr Polish ally the equally clear title to
Dunzig and to the Silesian coal fields, And
it Berlin they cvan make final terms cover-
ingsthe whole subject of repavations.

I am aware that such a programme will
coem to some of my readers. fantastic and
to others erimihal. But, siripped of all de-
tails, It represents o very fair repetition of
the Ameariean course. We found the Ver-
callles Bargain totally unsatisfactory and
we repudiated it. We were able to repudiate
refore ratification, while the French Legis-
lature ratified it on the express assumption
that Ameriean ratification would follow
sromptly and automatically. The French
have been capght where we escaped, hut
do they need to stay canght? Is there no
way out for a natlon, wholly united in =enti-
ment and possessing the power Lo express
ite national purpose?

In my Judgment soch a French course
will be made almost inevitable If the Ameri-
can declglon to reenter Ruropean discussions
with the express purpose to avoid all com-
mitments and work solely for the protection
of American econhomic Interests is followod
to ite logienl end. If the United States
ul{d(-rmkos to set up a right to fix the sum
of German reparations while ins'sting upon
maintaining the sum of allled indebiedness
to it, that claim will not only be repulsed
hut repulsed with extreme bitterness

Hurape wants American cooperation : on
hears this assertion on all Hipe, and the truth
e gelf evident, But Burope doss not under-
stpnd American coaperation to be unilateral
Francé understands cooperation (o mean
assistance in collecting German reparations.

not undertaking to reduce the sum total of
those reparations, Al gur former associales,
can understande i polley which seeks to
1eassert American rights that have been
allowed to lapse by American passivity in
past mbnths, but which can be revived. 8o
far the Harding Administration is on sound
ground. .

Europe can also recognize, if it under-
stands a litile less easily, the dectsion to
have nothing to do With the League of Na-
tions: that, too, is a malter of right. But
the moment Amerlca undertakes to resume
0 place in Boropean counclls, then it is just
as plain as plain can be that along with
participntlon goes payment. If Ameriecan
business suffers from BEuropean unrest, if
American interssts will be benefited by a
restarition of real peace, then let America
pay Trer share toward such a resilt. This
i# the situation which American pepresentu-
tives will have to face,

Clemenceau in Bad Odor
With Most of His Countrymen

The events of the months which have fol-
lowed the Paris conference haves had a
Frénch, as well as an American, reaetion.
The repudiation of Clemencean is just as big
4 fact as the repudiation of Wilson. And
Clemeficéan has twen repudiated becanse ne
Laged his whole ronduct of the pence nego-
tiations upon the (-um‘epunn of Anglo-
French-American solldarity. The American
people are accustomed Lo refer to conoes-
whong made h! Mr. Wilson, which they re-
gard as prejiudicinl to American Interests,
with bitterness, Lut there is no less bitter-
fess in the tone of a Frenchman talking of
the concessions C|Pmﬂh(,‘981! made to Mr.
Wilson and Lilovd George.

The Treaty of Versailles counts in France
for just as colossal a failure as in the Unitel
sSiated and, in addition, it is reclkoned a na-
tional cutastrophe, since it has prejudiced so
many French vital interests, which ¢ount
tor far more than the rather shadowy values
represented in Yap or Mesopotamian oil. If
the mass Americansg desire to escape from

Anciént Marvels of the Sea in

\lodel of Shlp That
Cost Charles 1. His
Head Ranks as Gem
of Exhibition and
Cost $25,000

By FRANK L. CURTIS.
ISITORS to the Architectural League
v exhibition, now being held in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, stand
in weonder and admiration before a glass
cnse In which s the model of a fine old sev-
enteenth century ship of the line, the Sov-
erelgn of the Seas, Few of them, perhaps,
know that it was this ship that cost King
Charles of England his crown and his head,
The same rivalry for the greates! navy in
the world tHat is going on to-day was the
taxpayers' burded of 300 years ngo. Charles
1. built the Sovercign of the Seas in 1837
in reply to Loula XIIL's great ship La
Coursne, hut the British King negleeted the
formality of calling Parliament to authorize
The Sovereign of the Seas,
then the most formidable war vessel aflon
wind to have comt 18,000, When eompletad
cost was £41.000, an unheard of sum in
1t wis the last straw that hroke
ering British publie
wolds additional olaim
elaborate ship

the expenditure,

her
thoue days,
the back of the long su

The model, however,
to interest. It is the most
model ever built in this country, Twenty
men worked opn it for three years, amd |
cost approximately $25.000. To the tinlest
debail 1t is made exnctly to scale, ' Inth to
a foot, after the original plans of Phineas
Pett, deslgner and bullder of the first Bov-
ereigh of the Beas,

Caollecting of Ship Models
One of the Day's Latest Fads

The question arises naturally, Why should
g0 much labor and money be spent on the
constriction of o “toy ship”? The answer
I stmple,  Collecting #hip models, old and
new, Is the latest ftad, The Ship Model 8o
elety, wearcely a4 voar old, récently Gpened
It st plabii rlaih!tl-m in the Fine Arts
Nuilding, In Weoest  Fifty-seventh streot.
which Ix now molng on

Amiong the members of Rhe
nrident ship model “fags.” are Newoomb
Carteton, James A, Fareell, H. H. Rogers,
Sherman  Hoyt, Junitus Spencer Morgan,
Irving . Wiles, Arthur Curtiss  James,
Henry W, Kent, Carleton T, Chapriian, W
Lo Ayiward, Hurrieon Cady, ClHffosd H. Ash-

society, all

ley, Hreckinridge Leooo, Franklin D, Rbose-
velt, Allan Forbes th Tarkingten, M, O
Havemeyer, Jr, wolrge F. Baker, Jr
Mr, Wiles, a well known portrait painter,
i president of the soclety.

Fifteen years ago #hip model collecting

was anknown in this country, Ploneser eol-
lectors pleked up some of thelr most val-
unhle prizses In Junk shops and waterfront
saloons for 85 and £10. Thése same models,

comdition. and thelr auvhentlcity
niw bring nn much as $4,000 sach
Dienlers are importing models from  abroad
vl ind & ready morket here,

The germ of allp model collecting may
sl have had Its orlgin In an article
whicl appenred (n the Century Maphsine fo
Angust, 1811, written by Dana Carfoll, Tt
wis dntitled “LAttle Shipa: an Account of
Model Collecting.”  Since  that  time the
numbieer of Mmen wWiho BAve tileen up th
hohby has stondily inersased, The sovlety
wits organiged by Henry B, Culver about a
vear sugo, My, Cualver i6 A mode) sxpart and
hie muporintended the building of some of
ihe hest models #hade in the United ,l\-tl;‘tu .,

Hovereign of the Beas.
ntereating models are the “pris

o
proved

Lo

fucluding the

The most

built the original in 1637.

Henry B. Culver's $25,000 model of the Sovereign of the Seas on
exhibition at the Metronolitan Museum of Art.

Charles 1. of England

b B el

oner of war'” varieoy, so called becuuse they
were ciatved out of bone Ly French sallors
in British prisens.  Prior to the Napoleonie
witrd IVory carving Wos one of the chief
industrios of Dieppe.  Many of these ivory
wvorkiers were deaffod into the French navy
and fell into the hands of the Breitish, It

homes from el
mtarinls
now

I8 sadd tMnt they saved the
foodd and clubbed fogether
to make the delicate Hitle
highly prised by eollectors

ti huy

ehil s #i

In the seventeenth and elghtesnth ven
turies Britlsh and French ships were bullt
divectly  from  mod manvy of which are
now preserved in nationel muoseyms,  The
finest collection in the world s o the Muse.
de Marive In the Louvte at Porls Here
Admilral Paris of the French navy brounght

Mr. Goslington on

HERE are fhen that wo dislike ot
wight; they have a strenk of mean-
ness, o bratality o something that

Wi reconine Instinetively . the v we can
o with them = to trent them with civility
Pt there are ot meny siach: the vost
Jority of men have gowd In them and are
ertitied to he trented ag brothor maon,

I have o potience with the spen ko I
hear talking about protecting the vighte of
our humblest follow citizgens. Thore are po
humble fellow eltizgens; no mnn fecla humbl
i his hea®® and every mnt tosonts Baink
dAegerilvid  or belng congidorsd  as  humble.
Mapplly, wd henr less of this humblo busi-
news than we once did

T fe#l that | have much yot To denrh . bul
I long sinee diveovered that o man likes to
e treated like o man, Mo resenie any al

.}_

&

f;:.'

dearseb T N MIVG T A R TR T
together wll the old dockynrd models. The
same thing was done in England by order

of Wihliam 1V,

It 18 4 source of vexeet to Americin model
pollvetors that mos=t of the original models
of the famous old Yoankee clipper ships have
destroyed.  Donnlid MeKay of Bogton,
mo=t famous destgner and bullder of ©lippers
in the tortles and fifties, oft his collbetion
of #hip models to a nlece. Pnfortunntely
‘hie woman had no eye for the arctistie. and
vold wintey the moidels were broken up
wse e Hlrewoo]

Among hoss
the Flving Cloud,
orolgn of the R,
prablue. & Weoere
to-day  they  would

lees and Dis llkes

\of soperiority o patranige of condesoension
from anybody,  Poor thotgh he may be and
lcking In what b= enlled an edaoation, he
may yet have in foll measore the cavdinal
virtuer of self-respect andl decency; hes may
truly be o good as anybady, And long ugo
I hewan o dscover in men hlgh and low
auaiitios most anlooked for,

You never can (ol whint any man has in
hie heart. The gtreet sweoper I8 na HKely tn
dream drenme a8 the banker, The poor man

i

Ny

he destroyod wire those of
Lightiving, another Sov-
Nightingale, CGrent MHe.
these models in existence
v unble, The

muy be by naturs gs refiped Ak the righ
man; and barring the fow men instinetively
brutal, who may be high or who mny be

low, all men aré antitlod (o be mot as fmen
and to he treated with codrtesy; not mefely
with kindnes, but with courtesy, which all

men are pleased to recefve And tho nck, of
which nll men resent
(f this we may b pure, thet s Wo go

shivugh life we got what we glve,

Miniature

American Collectors
Aim to Perpetuate
Traditions of Famous
Clippers and Other
Yankee Triumphs*

Lightning, fastest ship that ever salled, was
built by MeKay for a British company. On
her maiden trip, February 18, 1854, she salled
trom Boston to Liverpool in 13 days 193
hours. March 1 on that trip ghe established
a record never equalled by sailing vessols
and seldom surpassed by the [Astest steam-
shipe of to-day. FHer skipper eaid he had
crossed the ocean on the rim of a (nlunt-
The log for March 1 is historical:

“Wind south. Btrong gules. Bore away
tor the Nerth Channel.  Carried away
the foretopsall and lest jib. Hove the
lox several (imed and found the ship
guing through the water at 18 to 18‘-i
knots, Lee rall under water and rvig-
ging siack., Distance in 21 hours, 436
miles.”

1 n recent addeess on American sailing
ships Theadore P, Humphrey, who has one
of the finest American collections of sRips’
models, deseribed these wonderful old clip-
pers;

GAN sall was often carrled when ordinary
ehipr were seen recfod dowh on the same
colrse,  As Clark Russell potes in one of
his hoveld, the skioper of the ship from
BEiurope, as he paced the deck with anxious
oyes upon  his  shoriened  eanvas, fenring
that it would he blown froin the bholt ropes,
very ofton saw n tiny sgpeck upon the harl-
zon, witched It grow min a gptendid ship
with ‘overy rag set, anw her fling the Stars
and Stripes to the gile ag she went roaring
by and then, with feellngs that cannot be
described, gaged after hee ontll she digap-
peared in the miste"

\nd agadn another author:

*A  British vessel, snugged down 1o
reefed topsills and holdling bare steerage-

way in the South Pacific or Indian Ocean,
wpuld see a cloud of snow white cuanvas
burst out of the gloom and vanieh like 4
ghost to leeward—i Yankee clipper under
royvnle"

: .
Only Thirty Steamers as Fast

Sixty Years After the Record

At the puthreak of the world war, after
sixty \'u:|!-'_ there weres fewer than thirly
steamships in regulne teade heoughous the
worlil that ecould eqgital the speed of the
Lighining,  To 1906 in ‘he raee for the
Witleer's cup the schooner Atlnate, Capt
Charlle Bare commuanding, made the run

from Sindy Hook to The Lirzard in 12 days
and 4 hours: but her begt dayv's ron wos only
391 milee,

The speed of the Lightning on the day
sho made hot record of 448 miles dvas the
wipuivalent of nearly 510 tmnd milles ai the
vivte of 21's miles an hour, ‘There were no
steamships In those days that approached
thix pecord by ae miteh ase 100 milae, 8 wink
not antil twenty-fivegydnrs had paeded that
thie Avigont nde 18 knote on her trinl teip

Whin the records of the Yankes slippers
e rocalled mnd the faet that at one time
\m»:l-u wos fgreing England mfo n
v ponitlon en the =ta by bullding bhet-

HC s

ter slidps and mannibg them with  better
naviggtors apd crews, 1t seome wropie that
the relics of our maritime glory

h'\'l‘ Tt
heen more earefully preseryed,

It = the purposd’ of the Ship Model Ho:
ciedy to establish a pantieal museum with
models, books and peverds of our navy aml
merchant flects, Tweo or thrde members of
the New York Yacht Club seme Yefrs ago
endenvored to start a marite migoam In
New York, bt without avail, The now so-

oty whth the Kesn interesat Ite membors
talie 'n their Bolby, promises betier results
s time,

L]

, power

FRANCE AS U. S.

the gpntrol of the unpepular parvagraphs of
the Treaty of Versallles, what shall one say
of the feelings of the average Frenchman
whose very existénce to his mind is com-
promigad by the document?

In my judgment, then, it would be a mis-
take to overlook the fact that one conse-
quence of the poesitive declarations of the
Harding Administration of foreign policy
may be the “serapping” of the Treaty of
Versallles by the French., I do not think
thut there can,bhe much delate over the
assertion in French lips that France ratified
the treaty under a total misapprehension.
She was promised certain benefits and she
paid In advance, But the benefits have
been withheld and cannot now be obtained
under any conditions.

The way out, as I have sald, Is plain.
The road to -Berlin is open. and a treaty of
Berlin can easily cure the defects of the
document made at Parls and slgned in
Vergallles. The United States has repudiated
the Treaty of Versullles, Germany has de-
Hherately defled its provisions, The benefits
France claimed and believed to be assured
are lost, Why should France “stick™ when
the United States has "qult" on far less
Impresﬂivp reasons?

Bumneu Bound to Suffer
. If France Goes to Berlin

Of course il France goes to Berlin Ameérl-
can buginess will sulfer. So will British.
There will be critictern in London and in
Washington. But will either Britain or the
United  States  undertake to secure for
IFrance the things which every Frenchman
holds essential, as essential as the United
States hag held those rights, to preserve
which it has repudiated the Treaty of Vér-
=ailles, ih all the essential details? Will
either the American or British Government
consent to share with France the expense
of a joInt militury and naval operation to
hring Gerfany to terms? Will the United
HStates guarantee to Franee any of the things
which France belleves she can obtain by
action now?

What has happened i2 that just as in the
Undted  States the Wilsonian doctrine of
world association under ,the League of
Nations has been repudiated, in France, the
Clemenceau doetrine of Anglo-French-Amer-
wan associdtion has been abandoned as a
phantom not a reality,. We are asserting
here in Washington over and over again each
day a policy which we describe as "American.
But every returning traveller from Paris can
_testify that in the French capital one héars
just as frequent lteration of 4 policy whlth
ig there named French,

The course of the Harding Administration
in repudiating the League of Nations and sll
but Amervican circuomstances of the Rreaty
of Versailles, which amounts in reallty ‘o
abandoning the tredty, whatever the dis-
guise of language employed, must supply the
French with precigsely thatswarrant in facl
which they desire for a similar pollcy based
upon even greater material considerations.
If the American believes the Treaty of Ver-
snilles did violence to American independ-
ence, the Frenchman I not legs firmly eon-
vinced that the same trédaty created a per-
manent menace to French safety, that if
left France at once financially roined and
mifitarily indefensible,

Now, exactly this state of mind and state
of facts will have to he faced by Mr, Har-
ding, by Mr. Hughes, by whatever distin-
guished statesmen it ‘may send to Hurope
to repregent the United States In any new
or old Internatlonal commission. America
is to go, =0 officinl Washington asserts, to
protect and advance American Interests
But these interests have no peculiarly sacred
oharacter, They must take their place
alongside Britlsh, French, Halian and Bel-
gian interests,  When there Is a conflict
there will have to be a compromise. When
we maintain our Interests we ghall have to
pay for it
Allies Having Failed to Deliver.

France May Make a “Treaty of Berlin”

At Paris in 1019 France desired fo fortify
her future by taking certain precautions
Lloyd George and Mr. Wilson persuaded her
toe abandon her purposes, but only by
promising something specific in  return,
gomething “equally good” But both have
fafled to “deliver” and FPFrance from her
point of view has regained her fréedom of
action. She s undertaking in 1921 to seei
the sume things she was deprived of fn 1014,
She his the power and she belleves she hns
the right. 8he s stréengthened in heér con-
vietlon by the course of the United States in
repudinting a transaction which it held in-
furlous  to  national Interest. What wil
Great Britain and the United States off.r
now, if anything? And if they offer nothing,
why should France hesitate?

Ome danger In the whole situation lles in
the wholly exaggerated notion Amerlcans
have of thelr own power In jhe situation.
Washington belleves Amerién has only  to
ask to recelve, Mpr, Wilson bélleved the
ame thing, but discovered at Paris that i
was a case of “pay as you enter” and at
ench fare zone thereafter. We have far less
now than then, but otherwise the
situalion remualns the same. We can obtain
s redoction of the total of Gefman fepara-
thoms, Lot only by making a shnilir redue-
in the total of American loans. We
persunde the French to relax military
against Cerman attack, but
only by guaranteeing American aid.  What
connol do Is to petsiade any English-
Frenchman, Belgian, Ltalian or Pole to
e something vital to him solely be-
v the sacrifice might benefit us.

In the Tugt analysis the action of the
Havding Administention has done something
more than kill the League of Natlons—it has
slnin the Teanty of Versaflles, 1In rejecting
the document™because of purely Amertean
repsons it has supplied {he basls for similar
refeotions" In Burape, Our participation was
o of the fundamental clrcumstances. Wn
removing our post we have undermined the
whote siruecture.  Frande ratified jt only
hecause of Lthe guarnniées of our support
whieh it contnined, They are gone,

The tresty = dend for France, The busi-
nese of  Freoch statesmanship now is to
obtain something in its place As long a=
there wis a doubt of Amerlean  decision
Frence had to walt, Boat there s no doubit
and there l& fo further reason to walt,

That 18 why 1 belleve that before the year
i# out we ghoall have n (edity of Herlin sop-
planting that of Versailles, For in the last
analysis, If Mr. Harding's decision has
rescued us from all foreign entanglémoents
It has Just ag completely releaséd Prance
from all forelgn resiraints. [f Mr, Hardine
hag replaeed Me. Wilson, M. Poifcard has
jnat me completely replaced M. Clomencent,
whether he opérates through M. Briand or
in his own name.  In a word, the Treaty of
Versailles is dead, .
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